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The Role of Model-Based Systems Engineering 
(MBSE) in the Digital Transformation  
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• A centralised set of interconnected models which are a reflective abstraction of reality 

depicting system requirements, system structure and system behaviour. 

• The system model, or series of models, serves as a central repository for design 

decisions; these decisions can be traced back to elements within the model or 

relationships between elements.  

• Increased ability to manage system complexity as the system can be modelled and 

viewed from multiple perspectives and allows traceability of requirements throughout 

model set. 

• Effective in improving communication across all stakeholders. 

• Automated processes for measuring system integrity and model completeness, which 

ensures higher accuracy in requirements verification. 

MBSE enables the use of models to try exploring new architectures. Part of the SoS evolution 

process is to influence changes in the CSs and in their interactions. To obtain improved or 

new SoS capabilities, such as resilience improvements, the SoS architecture often must be 

changed; adding new CSs, modifying the capabilities of existing CSs, changing the structural 

configuration of CS interactions. The MBSE approach allows exploration of new architectures 

without the risk and cost of implementing them in the real SoS. A chance to explore resilient 

architectures in a design and development process specifically focussed around SoS 

capabilities. 

Weaknesses 

Measuring the effectiveness of applying MBSE methods is something which has not been 

consolidated, in terms of return on investment (ROI) within a SE development program. While 

research has been done in evaluating the ROI in SE [10]
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